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IN THE SPIRIT OF PEACE AND JUSTICE





WNY PEACE CENTER
The WNY Peace Center, Inc. is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit membership organization dedicated to the promotion of peace through justice at home and abroad. The organization works to achieve its purpose through taskforces created to address particular issues and areas. These efforts are determined by the interests of the organization’s members and are approved by the Coordinating Board. 

2009 COORDINATING BOARD
Jim Anderson, Board Chair
Wayne Alt, Vice Chair & Personnel Committee Co-Chair
Nanette Cosby, Treasurer & Finance Committee Chair
James Holstun, Secretary
John Lipsitz, Personnel Committee Co-Chair
Carlanda Wilson, Fundraising Committee Chair
Phil Smith, Membership Committee Chair
Elea Mihou Fox, Ex-Officio
Sharon Benz

Jim Crampton

John Curr

Marty McGee

Erin Robinson

Jim Whitlock

STAFF
Elea Mihou Fox, Executive Director

Mary Irene Morrison, Assistant to the Director
Victoria Ross, Peaceful Conflict Resolution Program Coordinator
2009 HIGHLIGHTS
BUILDING SALE
After being located at 2123 Bailey Avenue for 15 years, we sold our building and moved to the Network of Religious Communities (NRC), where we share an office with the Interfaith Peace Network. The house on Bailey was donated by Tom Potts in 1995. Now a nearly 100-year-old structure, years of deferred maintenance caught up with the organization. In February of 2009, the building experienced a flood which left 2 ½ feet of sewer water in the basement. Given the many needs of the building and our inability to care for an aging structure, the Board of Directors and membership voted to sell the house. The process was intense and took almost a year to complete. On January 5, 2010, we sold the building for $23,000 – the full asking price and appraised value.  
The sale required us to pack, clean and move 42 years of work and clutter. Last summer we gave countless hours to cleaning out the building and moving our belongings. None of this was possible without the help of our incredible volunteers. While the crew of volunteers who did this work is too long to list, some people stood out for their generosity. Pastor Tyrone Wilson gave many hours, with the help of his truck and strength, to moving heavy items. Bill Privett also donated his time and truck and helped move large items. Jane Piazza and Frank Gage faced a mountain of dust, dirt and summer heat when they cleaned the building’s first two floors. Charley and Ann Marie Bowman gave countless hours to moving weighty boxes and clearing out the building. Howard Henry and Lucille Gervase carried numerous loads up and down flights of stairs during summer humidity. Eric Jones gave up whole Saturdays and developed an effective attic cleaning technique. Joan Malone labored with us and cleaned out the kitchen. Jim Anderson and Jim Holstun gave us the final push and cleared out the remaining attic clutter. Thank you all!   
ARCHIVES

We are now in the process of giving the WNY Peace Center’s archives to the University at Buffalo. Eventually these records will be made public and our rich organizational history will be preserved. This will be a process that occurs fully over the next couple of years. Students from Canisius College gave service hours during the fall semester of 2009, through their Professor, Dr. Erin Robinson. Collectively they donated over 100 hours and helped organize several years of documents. We are still sorting through boxes and will take many of these files to UB for storage in March 2010. There will be public access to the documents.  

MEMBERSHIP & FUNDRAISING COMMITTEES

In 2009 the Membership and Fundraising Committees were reactivated. The Membership Committee has been meeting for a few months. It drafted a new membership definition, to help clarify our internal and external understanding of the Peace Center’s structure. It has also been reviewing the membership plans of other organizations in order to launch a 2010 membership drive. The Fundraising Committee also started meeting regularly. In 2009 it started “Dine Out for Peace.” Every month a local restaurant donates 10% of the evening’s proceeds to the Peace Center, and in exchange we encourage our members to go out on a normally slow evening. So far, Havana House, La Dolce Vita, the Steer, Merge and Betty’s have participated. 10,000 Villages also had a shopping day for the Peace Center in November. The committee is looking forward to increasing the number of fundraisers a year.   

ANNUAL DINNER 

On November 7, 2009 the Peace Center had its most successful dinner in the organization’s history – in terms of both attendance and revenue. In spite of the economic conditions, we over sold the dinner. Approximately 320 people attended the event and it generated $17,470 in tickets, ad sales, and proceeds from the silent auction. 

Our keynote speaker, Kathy Kelly, was very well received and contributed to the evening’s success. Kathy Kelly is an American peace activist, pacifist and author, a three-time Nobel Peace Prize nominee, one of the founding members of Voices in the Wilderness, and currently a co-coordinator of Voices for Creative Nonviolence. Voices for Creative Nonviolence has organized numerous fasts and peace walks and sent several delegations to meet with Iraqi refugees in countries neighboring Iraq, especially Jordan. In the summer of 2006, Kelly and other Voices activists traveled to Lebanon during the 2006 Lebanon War between Israel and Hezbollah, reporting from the capital city of and then, once the cease-fire was declared, from damaged villages in the country's south. She has been described as "probably the most respected leader in the American peace movement." 
We gave Jim & Audrey Mang Lifetime Achievement Awards to John Touralchuk, Milton Rogovin, Manny Fried and Roberta Grimm, for their many contributions to peace and justice. All received standing ovations. The 2009 Alt-imate Volunteer Award went to Charles Bowman. The Student Activism Award went to Reverien Revi FeeZee, and the Riverside Salem Technology Award was given to Irene Morrison. This year we gave Darnel Jackson The First Annual Community Leadership Award for his work to bring environmental justice to Buffalo.  
DRONES 
The week after the Annual Dinner, 20 Peace Center members traveled to Syracuse, New York to demonstrate against drones. Drones are remotely operated, in this case out of the military base in Syracuse, and they are capable of traveling great distances to drop weapons. Kathy Kelly, the dinner’s keynote, was one of the national organizers of this effort. Victoria Ross, Russell Brown and Frank Gage organized a caravan to the demonstration, where over 200 peace activists marched against this military technology. They have continued to be engaged in the upstate planning to challenge and end drone attacks. This directly fed into their involvement with the Peaceable Assembly Campaign, of which Kathy Kelly is also a part, where several Peace Center members traveled to Washington DC to challenge the military budget and wars. This included Alice Gerard, Victoria Ross and Jim Anderson, amongst others.    
NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT
In the summer of 2009 Mayor Byron Brown signed onto the “Mayors for Peace Campaign.” This campaign has 1000s of mayors, throughout the world, who have taken a public stance against nuclear weapons. Mayor Brown joined the mayors of Rochester, Toronto and Cleveland, when he signed on. In September we held a press conference with him and publically acknowledged his support for this effort. In 2010 we will continue our efforts for nuclear disarmament by supporting marchers traveling to the United Nations.   

THE BUFFALO ACTIVIST 

This year we launched a local newspaper, The Buffalo Activist. Its fourth publication went out recently and is now reaching roughly 5,000 people. The Buffalo Activist features articles about social inequality and justice efforts taking place around the world and in Western New York; it is the Peace Center’s newest project and continues in our proud efforts for public education. As our contribution to creating truly alternative media options in WNY, TBA has been made possible by the hard work of our Assistant to the Director Irene Morrison, with the invaluable help of Joe Schmidbauer, and a growing number of writers, editors, and contributors.  

PEACE JAM

We are continuing our second year of PeaceJam, a year-long leadership development program created by Nobel Peace Prize Laureates. The idea is that most Nobel Peace Prize winners are people who come from poverty, war and struggle and then take that experience to become global leaders for justice. Every Tuesday high school students meet and explore the foundations of leadership development, and the roots and causes of injustices. They then focus that knowledge on a service learning project. In 2009 they mentored younger youth in nonviolence. Last spring they also attended PeaceJam’s regional conference in Massachusetts, where they met 1992 Nobel Laureate Rigoberta Menchu, from Guatemala. This project was made possible by a grant from the Community Foundation for Greater Buffalo. 

In 2009, 70% of Peacejam participants reported that they were less likely to take place in verbal and physical conflicts after participating. 90% reported a deeper level of commitment to community service and change, and 100% reported caring more about social justice. Peacejam was co-facilitated by the Peace Center’s Peaceful Conflict Resolution Coordinator, Victoria Ross, and Carlanda Wilson of The Stop The Violence Coalition. It had additional support from Jan Burns of the Erie County Council on the Prevention of Alcohol and Substance Abuse (ECCPASA), as well as volunteers who participated regularly. 
CAMP PEACEPRINTS

Our second Annual Camp Peaceprints tripled in size and this year we included two days of counter recruitment, as well as a dense curriculum of social justice, community organizing, artistic expression & nonviolence. Frank Gage assisted the youth by providing information on counter recruitment (and also treated the youth to pizza on their last day.) We were fortunate to be housed by Nichols High School last year, which provided much improved space and better access to Delaware Park, downtown Buffalo and our fieldtrip sites. This made it possible to be an environmentally sound camp – we didn’t use any private cars, walking and taking public transportation everywhere, we had no meat at camp, and used reusable plates and water bottles. 
We continued our partnership with the Sister Karen Klimczak Center for nonviolence. Vivian Waltz, the center’s director, co-facilitated the camp with our own Victoria Ross. We were also fortunate to be joined this year by ECCPASA who donated 5 staff members on a nearly full time basis. This year we had an increase of volunteers, including help from Charlie Bowman, James Cutler, Joe Schmidbauer, and Frank Gage. They were there to see the youth present to mayor brown on their vision and then meet at Congresswoman Luis Slaughter’s office. We also had paid youth assistants for the first time this year and were happy to have Ellen Moomaw, a public school teacher who donated a two weeks of service again this year. 

TASKFORCES
These are just a few of our many efforts; please see the list in this report for a full run down of our activities. In 2009 we provided consultation and organizing support to refugees and immigrants who are advocating for change in their home countries and building international solidarity. We have hosted countless speakers, events, and trainings; advocated for humanistic foreign and domestic policy to our elected officials; and worked to build broad based coalitions. We have also had the continued contributions of taskforces and coalition work: Latin American Solidarity Committee, Palestine Israel Committee, World on Your Plate Committee and PJAW. Each held several successful events and reached out to elected officials. 
2009 EFFORTS
The WNY Peace Center works to End War, Militarism and Violence at home and abroad, by promoting peace through justice. In 2009 the following programs, taskforces and activities helped us achieve our goal: 
CAMP PEACEPRINTS - The Peace Center and the SSJ Sister Karen Klimczak Center for Nonviolence, with support from the Erie County Council on the Prevention of Alcohol and Substance Abuse (ECCPASA), held the Second Annual Camp Peaceprints, an alternative summer camp. This year it was held at Nichols High School, July 20-31, Monday-Friday, 9am-4pm. The camp exposed youth ages 8-13, as well as youth assistants ages 14-17, to social & environmental justice, community organizing, nonviolence, and counter recruitment.

PEACEJAM - Every Tuesday high school students met and learned about leadership development and social change. In the spring they completed a service learning project to encourage younger youth to practice nonviolence and attended a regional conference in Massachusetts with Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Rigoberta Menchu. Peacejam was a partnership with the Stop The Violence Coalition & ECCPASA, made possible by support from the Community Foundation of Greater Buffalo.

ACTIVISM & ADVOCACY - The Peace Center organized responses to the global problems of war, injustice, violence and nuclear weapons. We worked in coalition with other organizations, where ever possible, hosted demonstrations, speakers & more. Members & allies received action alerts and other correspondence. We also provided consultation and support to immigrant/refugee groups who are working for justice in their birth countries. In 2009 we supported efforts to raise awareness about Sri Lanka, Sudan and Rwanda. 
THE BUFFALO ACTIVIST – In 2009 we turned our newsletter into a newspaper. We decreased printing costs by going to newsprint and dramatically increased the number of copies in circulation. It is mailed to dues-paying members and distributed to local coffee shops, restaurants, and other organizations. Its mission as a quarterly publication of the WNY Peace Center is to promote peace & justice locally and abroad, reaching approximately 5,000 Western New Yorkers at this time. 

PEACE JUSTICE & ANTIWAR COALITION– We continued to work with PJAW, a coalition of local peace and antiwar groups to promote efforts to end the wars in Iraq & Afghanistan, through advocacy, public education and activism. Together we sponsored demonstrations and city actions. 

PEACEFUL CONFLICT RESOLUTION PROGRAM – PCRP offered workshops, trainings, and consultation to local organizations. In 2009 workshops were held at Grover Cleveland High School and two community centers. 

LATIN AMERICAN SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE - LASC worked for public awareness, just foreign policy and humanitarian aid in Latin America. In 2009 LASC continued a tradition of monthly coffeehouses, and fundraising & advocacy efforts. LASC held meetings with elected officials as well. In 2009 its Annual Dinner was held at Daemen College and turned into a wine and cheese social hour. It welcomed a sold out crowd and featured the founder of the SOA Watch as the keynote. LASC also continued its sponsorship of dental clinics in Mexico & Nicaragua, while contributing to numerous humanitarian efforts in Latin America. 
PALESTINE/ ISRAEL COMMITTEE - PIC promoted human rights, international law, and fair and balanced media coverage as the guiding principles for a just settlement of this conflict. PIC sponsored the parents of Rachel Corrie in 2008, gaining a large audience at UB. PIC also helped to organize demonstrations in response to the attacks in Gaza and met with members of congress to advocate for international law. In 2009 PIC sold olive oil as a fundraiser and generated funds to support children in Palestine.   
WORLD ON YOUR PLATE - Visions for a Better World, a taskforce or the Peace Center, founded this Annual Food Forum, which has now grown into a coalition of organizers, planning a two day forum. The 2009 WOYP Food Forum was held at Daemen College, had over 150 participants and gained high reviews.  
2009 EVENTS
In 2009, your membership donations enabled us to organize, sponsor, and co-sponsor the following events on a very minimal budget. Imagine what we could do if our membership donations were doubled!

Peace Center Sponsored & Cosponsored (non-Taskforce): 
· Launched The Buffalo Activist, a quarterly newspaper, to help fulfill our mission of public education and outreach. Now with over 5,000 readers, TBA is also mailed to the membership. 

· Jan: held the celebration: A Lifetime of Change: Celebrating Bob Grimm’s Commitment to Peace & Justice. 

· March: stood with Women In Black on the 6th Anniversary of the War in Iraq in solidarity with national marches and demonstrations and held our Second Annual Car Caravan through the city.

· April: in conjunction with other PJAW Coalition organizations, sent two vans to New York City to protest bank bailouts and military spending.

· April: Cosponsored Sri Lanka 101, an event aimed at raising awareness of the ongoing crises Tamil civilians face in Sri Lanka 
· July: Hosted Josh Stieber, a conscientious war objector, who gave a talk in his walk across America, and also visited Camp Peaceprints

· August: Held our Annual Hiroshima Commemoration Event at the Erie Co. Historical Society
· Oct: Cosponsored the 6th Annual World on Your Plate Food Forum, WNYPC held a workshop on food scarcity and Rwanda

· Oct: With Buffalo Code Pink, began a series of screenings of Rethink Afghanistan
· Sept: Cosponsored International Peace Day & Kick-Off of 2020 Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament. Mayor Brown met with the WNYPC and signed the Cities for Peace agreement.

· Nov: Held our 42nd Annual Dinner, featuring Keynote Speaker Kathy Kelly, founder of Voices for Creative Nonviolence.

· Dec: Cosponsored visit to Buffalo by Wade Rathke, founder of ACORN, speaking about his new book, Citizen Wealth
Peaceful Conflict Resolution:
· Peace Jam. The Community Foundation of Greater Buffalo provided grant money for the Peace Center, Concerned Ecumenical Ministries, and the Stop the Violence Coalition to bring this year-long curriculum to Buffalo. The program was created by Nobel Peace Prize Winners to inspire and train youth in social justice and community change. In 2009, students in the program met Rigoberta Menchu Tum 
· Camp Peaceprints. This two-week summer camp for youth focused on nonviolence. The curriculum for 2009 included freedom nonviolent social justice, and community building for social change.

· Grover Cleveland and other workshops: Vicki Ross, Peaceful Conflict Resolution Coordinator, provided workshops for students and staff in nonviolent conflict resolution.
The Peace, Justice, & Anti-War Coalition (PJAW):
· Jan & Feb: protesting to defend the rights of Palestinians in the wake of the December 2008 assault on Gaza at Rep. Charles Schumer’s office
· Mar: held demo & car caravan through the city to commemorate the 6th Anniversary of the War in Iraq

· July: held emergency demonstration against Israel’s abduction of Cynthia McKinney and other Human Rights Workers from the Spirit of Humanity

· Oct: held demo against distinguished war criminal Tony Blair, who spoke at UB’s “Distinguished Speakers” event

· Oct: held car caravan & protest on the Anniversary of the war in Afghanistan

· Sept & Oct: held emergency protests and other actions against the coup in Hondouras

· Dec: held protests and other actions against troop surges in Afghanistan, also supported statewide protests in Rochester

· Dec: cosponsored rally for the people of Gaza on the first anniversary of the most recent large-scale assault, “Operation Cast Lead”

Latin America Solidarity Committee (LASC):
· Jan: LASC Coffeehouse: Dr. Newton Garver on Bolivia.  

· Mar: LASC 28th Annual Fr. Bissonnette event, featuring Keynote Speaker Fr. Ray Bourgeois, the founder of SOA Watch.
· Apr: LASC Coffeehouse: Outreach to NY farm workers, featuring speaker Alina Diaz
· May: LASC Coffeehouse: On Nicaragua’s 4 Walls Project
· Jun: LASC Coffeehouse: Screening of the movie SALUD!, on Cuba & global health
· July: Cosponsored the 20th Annual IFCO/Pastors for Peace friendshipment caravan to Cuba. Gathered medical and other aid, and held a rally in support of the return of the Venceremos Brigade
· Oct: LASC Coffeehouse featuring Paoloa Gutierrez Galindo, who spoke on “Justice and Immigration: First-hand Stories of Mexico’s Displaced”
· Nov: LASC Coffeehouse featuring Coleen Kattau on sister community solidarity in Colombia
· Dec: LASC Coffeehouse featuring Bill Jungels & film screening of Acteal, Ten Years of Impunity 
· Dec: Supported rally for immigration reform at US Customs & Border Rochester headquarters on UN Human Rights Day
· Continued to sponsor dental clinics in Mexico and Nicaragua 
· Continued to advocate for improved US foreign policy in Latin America and met with elected officials
Palestine-Israel Committee (PIC):
· Jan & Feb: protesting to defend the rights of Palestinians in the wake of the December 2008 assault on Gaza at Rep. Charles Schumer’s office (in conjunction with PJAW)

· Held a year-long fundraiser with proceeds benefitting the Palestine Children’s Relief Fund (PCRF) & the PIC. Raised over $1,200 for the PCRF
· Nov: Held protest at UB against fascist and former Israeli General Effie Eitam, well-known for war crimes and hate speech against Palestinians 

· Continued to advocate for international law and provided regular information and communication to taskforce members
2010 PRIORITIES
Promote Efforts for Peace in the Middle East: Afghanistan, Iraq & Palestine 
· Organize & hold events to increase public awareness & engagement

· Engage public officials on economic, social and moral costs of continuing war/policy

· Work to increase media coverage on conflicts 

“The Buffalo Activist” – A publication of the WNY Peace Center

· Print & distribute four issues in 2010: February, May/June, August/September, November/December  
Camp Peaceprints: Annual Alternative Summer Camp promoting youth activism and nonviolence

· Hold camp for two weeks in July 2010

· Continue to grow and develop programming

· Identify additional funding sources & expand staff support over summer

Strengthen Peaceful Conflict Resolution Program

· Continue Developing & Solidify Program

· Expand Outreach and promotional materials 

· Train core of volunteers

· Create Steering Committee 

Nuclear Disarmament: March for a Nuclear Free Future

· March 14-16, 2010 walkers will be in Buffalo

· Identify food, housing, laundry and showers for 20 walkers

· Hold event Monday, March 15

· Invite religious, progressive and environmental group to participate 

Membership Campaign – Double the dues paying membership in 2010

· Draft membership plan and clarify definitions – presenting to membership in February
· Prepare promotional materials 

· Encourage membership and committee in one-on-ones, canvassing, tabling

Fundraising Campaign in 2010

· Draft Fundraising Plan, goals and timelines for 2010

· Hold Sumer Concert/ Fundraiser

· Continue Dine Out for Peace

· Identify Congregations and approach for sharing a service

Peacejam 2010

· Continue Weekly sessions with high school students

· Attend conference in spring 2010

· Continue Service Learning project 

Housekeeping 2010

· Website

· Building Sale

· Archiving Project

Support Peaceable Assembly Campaign: National Efforts for Alternative to Militarism 

· Provide information on campaign and efforts to our membership   

UPCOMING EVENTS
COUNTER RECRUITMENT PROGRAM: ORGANIZING MEETING
Thursday, March 3, 2010, 6:30pm

Network of Religious Communities, 1272 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, NY  

NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT: MARCH TO THE UN

DISCUSSION & POTLUCK 

Monday, March 15, 2010, 6pm

Network of Religious Communities, 1272 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, NY  

SEEKING FOOD & WATER DONATIONS FOR MARCHERS

JOIN WOMEN IN BLACK – ANNIVERSARY OF IRAQ WAR

Saturday, March 20, 2010, Noon

Bidwell & Elmwood, Buffalo 

29TH ANNUAL FATHER BISSONETTE LATIN AMERICAN EVENT

FEATURING CHRISTINE EBER 

HOPE & RESISTANCE: INDIGENOUS WOMEN OF HIGHLAND CHIAPAS 

Tuesday, March 23, 6:30pm 

Held at Daemen College, 4380 Main Street, Amherst, NY

For More Information or to Purchase Tickets: Call 716-332-3904 or visit http://www.lascwny.org/ 

ILAN PAPPÉ: HISTORIAN, AUTHOR & ACTIVIST 
THE PAST AND PRESENT ETHNIC CLEANSING OF PALESTINE 

DATE CHANGE: MOVED TO WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24, 2010, 7PM
Woldman Theatre, Norton Hall 112, UB North Campus, Amherst, NY

For More Information contact Jim Holstun at jamesholstun@hotmail.com 

PEACEJAM 2010 REGIONAL CONFERENCE 
Friday, March 26 – Sunday, March 28, 2010

Local Participants travel to Hartford, Connecticut and  

Meet Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Adolfo Perez Esquivel
For Information on sponsoring a youth participant call 716/332-3904 

DINE OUT FOR PEACE: 
10% OF THE DAY’S REVENUE GOES TO THE WNY PEACE CENTER

Wednesday, March 31, 2010, 6pm-9pm

La Tee Da Restaurant 206 Allen Street Buffalo, (716) 881-4500
GREAT DECISIONS DISCUSSION SERIES: US POLICY IN THE MIDDLE EAST

DATE CHANGE: MOVED TO Monday, April 12, 2010, 7-8:30pm
International Institute of Buffalo, 864 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, NY

This panel and discussion is sponsored jointly with the International Institute of Buffalo
CAMP PEACEPRINTS 2010: THINK GLOBAL & ACT LOCAL

Think Global: July 12-16 

Act Local: July 19-23

Day Camp, Monday-Friday, 9am-4pm, Location TBA
For more information OR TO REGISTER: 716/332-3904 or elea@wnypeace.org
A project of WNY Peace Center & SSJ Sister Karen Klimczak Center for Nonviolence
2010 BY LAW CHANGES – PASSED BY MEMBERSHIP
By Law Change 1 of 2: Membership
PREVIOUSLY READ:

Article II
MEMBERS

Section 2.01. Membership.  Membership in the Western New York Peace Center shall be open to all without regard to gender, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, age, color, race, religious or political belief or affiliation, formal educational level, or condition of restraint within any institution.

Section 2.02. Dues. Membership categories and dues shall be set by the Coordinating Board of the organization.

Section 2.03. Annual Meeting. There shall be an Annual Membership Meeting which shall be held at a time and place designated by the Coordinating Board. The agenda for the annual meeting shall include (1) election of new members to the Coordinating Board, (2) presentation of the budget for the coming year, (3) review of the work of the past year, and (4) examination of new areas of concern.

Section 2.04. Special Meetings.  Special membership meetings may be called from time to time by the Coordinating Board at such times and places designated by it, or by written request from a minimum of ten members of the organization.  Meetings so requested shall be called within six weeks after receipt of the request.
As of February 20, 2010 By Laws Read:

Article II

MEMBERS

Section 2.01. Membership. The WNY Peace Center is a membership driven organization dependent on the time, energy and commitment of its membership to promote its efforts for peace through justice at home and abroad. Members are those individuals and organizations who have paid dues in the current calendar year.  

Section 2.02. Inclusion.  Membership in the Western New York Peace Center shall be open to all without regard to gender, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, age, color, race, religious or political belief or affiliation, formal educational level, or condition of restraint within any institution.

Section 2.03. Dues. Membership categories and dues shall be set by the Coordinating Board of the organization.

Section 2.04. Annual Meeting. There shall be an Annual Membership Meeting which shall be held at a time and place designated by the Coordinating Board. The agenda for the annual meeting shall include (1) election of new members to the Coordinating Board, (2) presentation of the budget for the coming year, (3) review of the work of the past year, and (4) examination of new areas of concern.

Section 2.05. Special Meetings.  Special membership meetings may be called from time to time by the Coordinating Board at such times and places designated by it, or by written request from a minimum of ten members of the organization.  Meetings so requested shall be called within six weeks after receipt of the request.
By Law Change 2 of 2: Board of Directors 
PREVIOUSLY READ:

Section 3.02.  Number and Selection.  The Coordinating Board shall consist of the Executive Director (non-voting), twelve (12) Coordinating Board members elected by the membership as a whole, and one representative chosen by Riverside-Salem United Church of Christ.  All prospective board members must be approved by the standing board and the membership at the annual meeting.

As of February 20, 2010 By Laws Read:

Section 3.02.  Number and Selection.  The Coordinating Board shall consist of the Executive Director (non-voting), fourteen (14) Coordinating Board members elected by the membership as a whole, and one representative chosen by Riverside-Salem United Church of Christ.  All prospective board members must be approved by the standing board and the membership at the annual meeting.
2010 BOARD SLATE – Voted onto WNYPC Board of Directors February 20, 2010 
Linda J. Kuechler, Ph.D., CPA, CMA is a tenured professor of Accounting and Business Administration and Chairperson, Accounting/MIS Department at Daemen College and Chair of   their accounting program. She just wrote a successful grant to send her service learning students to the Peace Center this semester to assist with bookkeeping. They will train staff in Quickbooks and provide materials for the organization. She is a CPA and also holds an MBA and PhD. She has been active in a several university initiatives, received numerous awards and recognitions, and published on her work.  
TJ Rogers is a junior at Canisius College, where he is pursuing a major in Communication Studies, with an Interpersonal Communication concentration, and minors in International Relations and Peace & Justice.  He is the president of Canisius' Chapter of Amnesty International, where he works to educate his peers on human rights and urges them to become active in the global community.  TJ also interns for a two-week summer program, which teaches high school students about genocide and human rights violations.  Passionate about human rights and peace, after college he would like to work in the humanitarian field and simply help others.
Lynda Schneekloth has been a Professor in Architecture and Planning at UB since 1982 and was a founding and continuous board member of the Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper and also serves as a trustee of the Sierra Club, Niagara Group. Her interest in environmental and landscape issues has been the impetus for much community work in the region and for her academic interests in placemaking. She has been a peace activist since the Vietnam War, and most recently has stood with Women in Black for six years. Her interest in serving on the Board of the Peace Center is to better understand and communicate the relationship between peace among people, and between people and our shared earth.
Joe Schmidbauer has a BA in Sociology from UB and an MS in education from Buffalo State College. He worked as a teacher for severely emotionally disabled in the Buffalo School District and in the West Seneca Children Psychiatric Center Day Treatment Program. Media work has been his primary focus over the past 25 years. He founded and ran Alt Press, an alternative newspaper. He also He also produced radio programs: radio free Buffalo on WBNY 91.3 FM and the Newsroom on WHLD 1270AM. This became the anchor for The Voice of Reason WHLD 1210AM. He is currently working on a full service internet radio station and has been the lead consultant behind the Peace Center’s creation of The Buffalo Activist. He is also currently involved in efforts to launch a Peace Center Counter Recruitment program, volunteered for full day fieldtrips at Camp Peaceprints 2009 and recently joined the Peace Center’s Membership Committee. He hopes to help the Peace Center expands its media work and develop a better understanding of its social function in order to deliver mission-driven services to the community. He hopes to help the Peace Center rethink its approach and create projects based on social functionality and relevance within the local community.      
