WNY Peace Center 2008 Events

In 2008, your membership donations enabled us to organize, sponsor, and co-sponsor the following events on a very minimal budget. Imagine what we could do if our membership donations were doubled!

Peace Center  Sponsored & Cosponsored (non-Taskforce): 

· January 21: MLK Day Celebration hosted by Bob Lanier Center—Peace Center cosponsor & host of peace workshop

· Immigration Trainings with Rural Migrant Ministries:

· March: Advocacy, Legality, Current Issues, How to help

· April: Building an Advocate Base in WNY

· September: Marriage Equality Trainings with the Empire State Pride Agenda, Two-part advocacy training, attended by all taskforce representatives.
· Peace Yearnings Coalition:

· May: Children’s March. A march with over 200 people, many of them youth from diverse communities in Buffalo, this became the catalyst for more Peace Yearnings events and the 2-week summer Camp Peaceprints for youth.

· The Coalition also met many times to organize events in 2009 including a teach-in

· April: Rally in Solidarity with Tibet & March from Bidwell to Allen St on Elmwood. Board member Marty McGee organized.
· May: March to a Different Drummer: Peace Center members participated in this 120 mile march to Ft. Drum, NY and rally at Watertown, NY.

· Summer 2008: The Marcia Grimm Rain Garden. The Peace Center began a three year project to transform the Peace Center’s garden and dedicate it in honor of Marcia Grimm, an environmental-protection lawyer who passed away in 2008.

· January-June: Resolution against the war in Iraq for Erie County Legislature: Strategy sessions. While the resolution did not pass, it built a county-wide network of activists for lobbying Erie County Legislators and relationships with Legislators

· July: Reconciliation in the Post 9/11 World – The Negative Impact of 9/11 on Muslim Communities, A Conversation with Mary Kay Jou. Cosponsored by the Peace Center, organized by Peace Center member June Licence

· October: 5th Annual World on Your Plate Food Forum. This two-day conference cosponsored by the Peace Center featured many workshops and keynote speaker Walter Simpson.

· October: United Nations Day Peace Conference. Elea Mihou, the Peace Center’s Executive Director, spoke at this conference at Buffalo State College where BSC’s “Peace Charter” was introduced.

· November: WNY Peace Center 41st Annual Dinner. The Peace Center was able to bring keynote speaker Dr.  Sandra Steingraber with a grant from the Solomon Foundation to speak on US food security and responsible growing and shipping practices in the growing global food crisis.

· November: 1st Annual Peace Fair: organized by Pilgrim St. Luke’s UCC with proceeds to benefit Camp Peaceprints, the Peace Fair gave WNYers the opportunity to buy local for the holidays. 
Peaceful Conflict Resolution:

·  Camp Peaceprints. This two-week summer camp for youth focused on nonviolence. The curriculum included freedom movements, nonviolent social justice, and community building.

· Peace Jam. The Community Foundation of Greater Buffalo provided grant money for the Peace Center, Concerned Ecumenical Ministries, and the Stop the Violence Coalition to bring this year-long curriculum to Buffalo. The program was created by Nobel Peace Prize Winners to inspire and train youth in social justice and community change

· Peace jam also supported the International Club of Grover Cleveland High School’s fund-raising dinner celebration and participated in Blessed Trinity Church's project providing approximately 1,000 decorated bags of gifts to prison inmates of the Wendt Correctional Facility. 
· Bell Center workshops. Vicki Ross, Peaceful Conflict Resolution Coordinator, provided workshops for students and staff in nonviolent conflict resolution.
The Peace, Justice, & Anti-War Coalition:

· January: Called for creation of what would later be named PJAW, the Peace, Justice, and Anti-War Coalition. Composed of over 20 activist organizations in WNY opposed to the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, PJAW organized the following events:

· March 22: Five Years too Many Protest, Caravan, & Forum against the War in Iraq. Attended by over 100 people, excellent media coverage, featured IVAW speaker Geoff Millard.

· July 21: John McCain “No War, No McSame” Protest at the Albright Knox. Bird-dogging & protesting John McCain when he blitzed into Buffalo to raise money for his campaign without speaking to us or to reporters. This energetic and well-covered event further built the coalition as a long-term organization.

· Aug 2: NO to War on Iran. PJAW Joined over 50 cities in the US protesting against possible war when the Bush Administration’s rhetoric heated up in late July & August.

· Sep 26: “War Criminals are Not Distinguished Speakers”. PJAW protested UB’s “Distinguished Speakers’ Series” when they paid war criminal Karl Rove $50,000 to speak.

· October: The Peace Center & PJAW co-sponsored and attended two Bail Out the People rallies in front of M&T Bank and other banks in downtown Buffalo.

· December 10: PJAW joined dozens of cities across the country in supporting the rights of Republic Windows & Doors Plant in Chicago, highlighting the failure of the Bailout to improve the economy.

· December 30: The Lackwanna Discussion Group, a PJAW member, called the first of many PJAW and other organization-sponsored protests against the Israeli assault on Gaza. Over 200 people attended this protest co-sponsored by the Peace Center, and it was well-covered by the media.

Latin America Solidarity Committee:

· January Coffeehouse: NYS UCC Sister Community in Honduras, Dr. Gordon Comstock

· February Coffeehouse: Cosponsored with the International institute, Dr Peter Mott on Latin American Politics

· March Coffeehouse: Nicaragua & Chiapas, Dr. Tom Potts & Dr. Arnie Matlin

· April: 27th Annual Father Joseph Bissonette Dinner, Speaker – George Mische, of the Catonsville 9

· April Coffeehouse: Farmworkers’ Rights, Rural Migrant Ministries Advocacy Platform

· May Coffeehouse: Free the Cuban 5! With Lorne Gershuny, a Toronto lawyer for the Canadian Lawyers Committee 
· June & July Pastors for Peace Support: some LASC members joined the Pastors for Peace Caravan to Cuba which confronts the US travel ban, while many others helped raise money and donated goods, and held a packing party and welcome-home party. When the caravan was prevented from crossing, LASC members and concerned citizens across the country pressured lawmakers into letting them go!
· September Coffeehouse: Colombia Sister City: The Nuts & Bolts of Solidarity

· November Coffeehouse: Carolina Kim on Defense of Undocumented Immigrants

· December Coffeehouse: Land Redistribution and Grassroots Organizing in
Argentina; Colin O'Malley

· LASC also engaged in two fundraising campaigns: Bill Jungels’ fundraiser for Chixilton, Mexico’s community center, and Tom Pott’s Chiapas dental clinic
.
Peace Action Taskforce:

· February film screening: Weapons of Mass Deception: How the US media was manipulated in the run-up to the war in Iraq.

· March film screening: Bringing Down a Dictator: Documents the defeat of Slobodan Milosevic in October, 2000, not by force of arms but by an ingenious nonviolent strategy of honest elections and massive civil disobedience.
· April film screening: A Force More Powerful: Part 1 of 2: Explores how popular movements battled entrenched regimes and military forces with weapons very different from guns and bullets.
· August film screening: A Force More Powerful: Part 2 of 2: cosponsored by the Coalition for Economic Justice

· August 6th: Hiroshima Day Film Screening & Lantern Release. This event was well attended especially by youth in the community. The HBO documentary White Light, Black Rain was screened.

· Peace Action Taskforce Members focused their energies on the PJAW events seen above.
Israel/Palestine Committee:
· April: Arab Culture Night & Gaza Fundraiser with the UB Organization of Arab Students. Proceeds—about $1500—went to the United Palestinian Appeal

· September: Cindy & Craig Corrie, parents of Rachel Corrie came to Buffalo as guests of the Peace Center and spoke at many events including the “Portraits of Peacemakers in Israel and Palestine” lecture at the University at Buffalo.
