Peacemakers,
Here’s a note from Dr. Tom Potts, who runs a dental clinic in Chiapas that’s supported by the WNY Peace Center’s Latin American Solidarity Committee:
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Dear LASC Supporter:

    This note is to let you know that the dental clinic which we help to operate in Chiapas has recently moved to a new clinic building, which has resulted in a substantial improvement in the facilities there. The local committee which operates the clinic arranged for the new space which has been provided rent free. They also installed all the needed water, drainage and electrical connections and moved all the equipment to the new location. We are working with them to continue upgrading the equipment and facilities, a new compressor and other dental equipment are needed.

     I was working at the clinic June 23- July 8 and met with all the members of the Chenalho' Dental Clinic Committee. They were very happy with the new facilities and provided me with an assistant translator from Mayan to Spanish while I did dentistry for two weeks at the clinic.

    The new clinic building is located within a grade school setting, so we hope to do more preventive dentistry and pass out toothbrushes and tooth paste to all of the students each year.

     If you would like to know more about this project, please attend the Sept. 20 LASC Coffeehouse (see below) that will cover material aid projects to Nicaragua and Mexico.

Sincerely yours, 
Tom Potts 

************************************************

WNY PEACE CENTER
 ANNOUNCEMENTS

August 10, 2010

*************************************************
Monday, August 16th , 7 P.M. – 9 P.M. (6:30 PM potluck) El Buen Amigo, 114 Elmwood Ave., Buffalo NY 14201. You are invited to an informal gathering hosted by the Latin American Solidarity Committee, the first in a series of conversations on future directions for  peace and justice in WNY.
***************************************************************WednesdaWednesday, August 18th  Angelo LaDuca,  The Art of Listening.  The  Cottage, 3449 West River, Grand Island.  Angelo will talk about and show us the benefits of being better listeners, involving us in techniques to improve our listening habits.  This should be helpful not only in our daily lives but in the RS history we continue to pursue. 
  ************************************************************
Wednesday, August 25th  potluck, 6:30 P.M. program.   Harvest Celebration.  The Cottage, 3449 West River, Grand Island.  Share comestibles (and recipes for preparation and/or preservation, if you wish) on our banquet table with gratitude for the growers, the grown, & the gustatory! 

**************************************************************

Sunday, September 5th, 30th  Annual Labor Sunday Picnic/Potluck at June & Roger’s, 1515 West River, Grand Island. Still in the planning stages.
**************************************************************

Monday, September 13th, 7 P.M. Organizational meeting for Latin American Solidarity Committee.  Network of Religious Communities, 1272 Delaware Ave. Buffalo NY.
***************************************************************

Monday, September 20th, 7 P.M. The Four Walls Project in Nicaragua, and a report on our dental clinic in Chiapas. The Network of Religious Communities, 1272 Delaware Ave. Buffalo NY.  Sponsored by the Latin American Solidarity Committee.
****************************************************************

Saturday, September 25, 1 P.M. Room 100, Allen Hall, South Campus University at Buffalo, Buffalo NY 14215. General Meeting of All Members of the WNY Peace Center.  The WNY Peace Center's Board of Directors has called this meeting. All members are strongly encouraged to attend.  Please help spread the word.

************************************************

Allies in Peace and Justice Announce
************************************************
Saturday, August 14th, 8 P.M. – 11 P.M.  Cafe Allegro, 1394 Hertel Ave. Buffalo NY. Jean Dickson and David Stanton.  Jean and her friends usually play a gig at Café Allegro the second Saturday of the month. Enjoy some great music and food.
*********************************************************************. 
Saturday, August 14th,  Strike for Justice Annual Bowling Night.  Kenmore Lanes. 1691 Kenmore Ave.  The Coalition for Economic Justice is hosting a party under disco lights. Join in on the competitive and not-so-competitive action. Win great prizes! Advance registration fee: $15. Covers the cost of  2 games and shoe rental. More info at CEJ offices: 716-892-5877.

****************************************************************

Saturday, August 14th , 1 P.M. Beaver Meadow Audubon Center, 1610 Welch Road North Java,  NY.  The Cloud Forest and Endemic Birds of Guatemala’s Central Highlands, with Rob Cahill. Rob is a director of Community Cloud Forest Conservation which is involved in involved in reforestation and agroecology in Guatemala. More info: wschwenker@gmail.com.  
****************************************************************

Sunday, August 15th, Guatemala’s Central Highlands: Beauty and Hope Conservation among the Q’eqchi’ Maya with Rob Cahill.  Orchard Park Quaker Meetinghouse,  6924 East Quaker Road (20 A) Orchard Park, NY. Potluck at noon, 1:00 pm presentation. Rob is a director of Community Cloud Forest Conservation which is involved in involved in reforestation and agroecology in Guatemala. More info: wschwenker@gmail.com.  
****************************************************************

Friday, August 20th – 21st . Kateri Tekakwitha Peace Conference, Kateri Tekakwitha Shrine, 3628 State Highway 5, Fonda  NY. Conference theme: A Question of Balance? Friday, potluck dinner at 6 P.M. , 7:10 P.M., opening remarks. Saturday, 8:45 A.M., coffee and registration, and later, workshops and talks. Presenters include Ed  Kinane, who will speak on drones and Fr. Jerry Zawada, who  will speak about immigration and the latest from Tucson, AZ. Fr. Zawada worked with the sanctuary movement, Voices in the Wilderness and the SOA.  In recognition of his efforts for peace, the Justice Department awarded Father Jerry 4.5 years in federal prison. Ed Kinane taught in Kenya, crossed the line twice at SOA and is now editor of the Syracuse Peace Council’s wonderful News Letter (available online). Take exit 28 (Fonda-Fultonville) off the Thruway, cross the Mohawk River, and drive about 1 mile west on Route 5. Kateri was baptized Catholic in 1676 in (now) Fonda NY.  What better place to have a peace conference than a village settled by Jane Fonda’s relatives in 1780, and be near the home of the first Indigenous person just a confirmed miracle away from sainthood. Sponsored  by Veterans for Peace, Bethlehem Neighbors for Peace and The Interfaith Alliance of NYS. More info: http://www.katerishrine.com/ or call the shrine at (518) 853-3646.
*****************************************************************

Monday August 30th  at 7:00 p.m.  Jeff Conant,  A Poetics of Resistance. Reading & Book Signing.  Hallwalls Contemporary Art Center, 341 Delaware Ave, Buffalo, NY 14202. Combining narrative  history, literary criticism, ethnography, and media analysis, A  Poetics of Resistance provides a refreshing take on Mexico’s Zapatista  movement by examining the means, meanings, and mythos behind the  Zapatista image. Free. Sponsored by Hallwalls and Talking Leaves Books.
****************************************************************

Saturday, September 11th ,  9 AM - 3 PM. The Church of the Nativity UCC, 1530 Colvin Blvd., Kenmore, NY 14223. Former Catonsville 9er  George Mische presents a discussion on what must be done by our government, our corporations, and our religious institutions to change our support and collaboration with violence in the world. Participating in this discussion will be representatives from the United Church of Christ, the Disciples of Christ, the Society of Friends, Pax Christi, the Latin American Solidarity Committee, the Stop the Violence Coalition  and the Sister Karen Klimczak Center for Nonviolence. This event will end with a Memorial Service for those who died in the 9-11 attacks. George gave a talk at LASC years ago and everyone loved it. Be there. For more information contact  Rev. Phil Smith   447-8992.
****************************************************************

Tuesday, September 14th. Global African Village is doing a fundraiser at Betty's Restaurant. GAV will received 10% of the proceeds from all dine-in meals eaten at Betty's that day (breakfast, lunch and dinner).  We will also be holding a raffle for a beautiful framed photograph of an African elephant, which will be on display. More info: http://www.globalafricanvillage.org/
*****************************************************************

Saturday, October 16th . 10 A.M. – 4 P.M. Refusing Orders/Crossing Borders: a dialogue  with American War Resistors. St. Paul’s Anglican Church,  32 Idylewylde St., Fr. Erie, Ontario, Canada.  There are 45,000 American soldiers listed as deserters or AWOL, and Canada is again being asked to offer humanitarian asylum. Forty American soldiers are awaiting resolution to their refugee claims and many others are living underground. Please help them out by attending this event, and  spend the day with these courageous men and women. Don’t forget your passport, or enhanced drivers’ license, or a certified copy of your birth certificate so you can prove your name is connected to you. Sponsored by the War Resisters Support Campaign (Canada) and the Buffalo Chapter (#128) of Veterans for Peace. 
***************************************************

RECURRING EVENTS & OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS
***************************************************

****************************************************************

The Creech 14 will go to trial next month, and one of the defendants, Judy Hommanich, lives in Binghampton NY. She took the brave step of participating in civil disobedience to stop the military from the use of drones.  Please try to support Judy and the Creech 14. Here’ a note from Judy:

My name is Judy Homanich. I'm one of the Creech 14 who were  arrested April 9, 2009 at Creech Air Force Base in Indian Springs,  Nevada for protesting the use of drones in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Our  trial is set for September 14, 2010 in Las Vegas. Ramsey Clark and Ann Wright will be our expert witnesses. Bill Quigley and Dan Gregor are our 

legal advisors. Creech 14 donations can be made to "Strangers and Guests  Catholic Worker Farm" -- put "Creech 14" on the memo line. 
Send to: Brian Terrell, 108 Hillcrest Drive, Maloy, IA 50836. More information is available at 

http://www.lasvegascitylife.com/articles/2010/07/09/news/local_news/iq_36763524

.txt, 

http://www.nevadadesertexperience.org

*************************************************************
Support Pvt. Bradley Manning.

Here’s a note from Media Benjamin, of CodePink:
I am the mother of an Iraq vet who endured two horrific and lengthy tours in Iraq. I have just written a letter of support to Pvt. Bradley Manning, the 22-year-old intelligence analyst suspected of passing videos and documents to Wikileaks. Manning is now in pre-trial confinement in Quantico, VA, facing decades in prison and, if Congressman Mike Rogers has his way, the death penalty. I encourage you to write a letter to this brave young man and CODEPINK will deliver it to him during a rally on Sunday in Quantico, near Washington DC. To submit a letter to be delivered please email it to us! letters@codepink.org 

In the midst of all the grief my family has endured and the sorrow I feel for the Afghans and Iraqis who have died, I am grateful that someone out there was courageous enough to bring the powerful and dreadful truths about these wars into the light.

**************************************************************

U.N. Declaration on Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  Adopted by the UN on September 13, 2007, the U.S. and Canada remain the only countries who have not signed this document. Both are now reconsidering their decision. The U.S. State  Department wants your input on this matter. Go to http://www.state.gov/s/tribalconsultation/declaration/index.htm for more info. And a summary of the declaration is here: http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/faq_drips_en.pdf and you can read the text of the declaration here: http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/en/drip.html 
*******************************************************

Visit El Buen Amigo, 114 Elmwood Ave. Buffalo NY 14201.  Fair trade products from Central and South America. Learn Spanish, too. Space available for events. Tel: 716-885-6343; http://elbuenamigo.org

*********************************************************

Vigil at the Erie County Holding Center, each Wednesday at 5 P.M. – 6 P.M. Corner of Church St and Delaware Ave. Erie County Prisoner Rights Coalition continues its weekly protests against prisoner abuse at the Holding Center. Signs are available at the vigil. Following the vigil there is an organizing meeting at Buffalo Car Shares/Allentown Association Offices on Allen St.
*****************************************************
STOP THE VIOLENCE COALITION WEEKLY ORGANIZING MEETING
First and third Fridays of the month. 6 P.M. United Way of Buffalo & Erie County, 742 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo
*****************************************************

WOMEN IN BLACK SILENT VIGIL AGAINST WAR

Every Saturday Afternoon, 12-1 P.M. regardless of weather.

Corner of Elmwood & Bidwell Parkway, Buffalo NY.

Witnessing weekly since October 2001….

*****************************************************

DANCE ALIVE!

1st  Friday of each month, 6pm

Unitarian Universalist Church of Buffalo, 695 Elmwood, Buffalo

Begins with a vegetarian potluck, bring your own dinnerware

Features the Blood Thirsty Vegans, www.BloodThirstyVegans.com
****************************************************

INDIGENOUS WOMEN’S INITIATIVES (IWI) TALKING CIRCLE

2nd  Thursday of each month, 12-3 P.M.
IWI Office @ Network of Religious Communities,

1272 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo

More Information Contact Agnes Williams, Seneca 716-332-6988

Please bring Organic Snacks to share

****************************************************
ASSOCIATION FOR INDIA’S DEVELOPMENT (AID) BUFFALO CHAPTER

AID is a US 501(C)(3) organization with active volunteers in India and the

US, committed to promoting sustainable, equitable and just development

through grassroots organizations, www.aidindia.org. AID's Buffalo Chapter

has been active since 2004 and has a volunteer base of professionals and

students from the Indian community. AID Buffalo's efforts have included

spreading awareness about various social issues, fund raising to sponsor

developmental projects in India, and local community service.

To learn more: sankapal.rahul@gmail.com, varshamech@gmail.com,

716/566-8125, 716/598-2276

******************************************************
Tuesday, August 3rd, 17th, and 31st , 4:45 P.M. – 5:30 P.M. Stop the Drones, Hancock Air Base Entrance, East Malloy Rd, Mattydale NY (Syracuse). Twice – monthly drone protest sponsored by the Syracuse Peace Council. More info: http://www.peacecouncil.net/, or call (315) 472-5478.
******************************************************

Sunday, Vigil for Peace. 12 Noon – 1 P.M. Corner of East Avenue and Goodman St. Rochester NY. Sponsor: Peace Action and Education, Genesee Valley Citizens for Peace (www.gvcp.org).  Every Sunday.
*********************************************************

Social Justice Legislation

*********************************************************

H.R. 6045. Responsible End to the War in Afghanistan Act. Barbara Lee’s bill, with 20 cosponsors, none from upstate NY.
To provide that funds for operations of the Armed Forces in Afghanistan shall be obligated and expended only for purposes of providing for the safe and orderly withdrawal from Afghanistan of all members of the Armed Forces and Department of Defense contractor personnel who are in Afghanistan.
********************************************************************

H.R. 5353:  “The War is Making You Poor Act”, introduced by Alan Grayson (D-Fl) and 6 co-sponsors to-date (none from New York State).

For the last 8 years the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq have been funded by “emergency” appropriations, outside the Pentagon budget. This year, the emergency funding totals $159 billion. H.R. 5353 takes that emergency funding and directs it to taxpayer relief eliminating federal income taxes on the above amounts of earned income. If that’s done for all US taxpayers that fall in those categories, there still would be $16 billion left over that would be applied to federal debt reduction. 

Funding for continuing the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq would have to come out of the Pentagon’s $549 billion budget – a situation that would prompt some debate between the makers of war toys and those who want to drone/invade/bomb the oil-rich/oil-neighboring states du jour.

Indeed, wars are making us poor. We need a surge in our wallets, not Asia.

More info:

http://www.commondreams.org/view/2010/05/25-3
If your internet connection is fast, see Rep. Alan Grayson’s wonderful 5 minute speech:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t0_TtYQEDTo
You can sign Grayson’s petition by going to:

http://salsa.mydccc.org/o/30019/p/dia/action/public/?action_KEY=34
***********************************************************

H.R. 5015, Plan for the Safe, Orderly, and Expeditious Redeployment of United States Armed Forces from Afghanistan. Rep. Louise Slaughter is one of the 96 co-sponsors. Congresspersons Higgins and Lee are not. Give them a call. Brian Higgins: 716-852-3501. Fax: 716-852-3929. Chris Lee: 716- 634-2324. Fax: 716-631-7610 
***********************************************************

H.R. 4645: Travel Restriction Reform and Export Enhancement Act, introduced by Rep. Collin Peterson (D-MN), with 54 cosponsors (none from Upstate NY). The folks at DISARM Education Funds say the bill is the best chance to break the stranglehold the rightwing community has held over travel to Cuba. The WNY Peace Center’s Latin American Solidarity Committee encourages you to support this legislation. 
More info:

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h111-4645
More Info:

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h111-4645
http://www.disarm.org/
************************************************************







